
Retro Toys from the 1980s 

 

 
The toys that were popular way back in the 1980s seem to be making a bit of a comeback. Once 

considered to be the latest and greatest toys on the market, they now bring with them a touch of 

nostalgia and simplicity that many of us love.  

 

1980s retro toys and games seem to be entirely different from the toys and games that adorn toy 

stores, and our homes today. Kids of any age now have toys that are a lot more technical than they 

were just thirty years ago, but they are still reaching for those retro playthings that are a blast from 

the past. 

 

The Rubik’s Cube 

Originally known as the ‘Magic Cube’ during the late 1970s, Rubik’s Cube became sensationally 

popular in the following decade, selling more than 100 million during the early 1980s. Since then, 

it’s estimated that 300 million have been sold throughout the world, proving that this cube-shaped 

puzzle has successfully stood the test of time. Incredibly, some 30 years later, more than 150 

competitions a year are held by the World Cube Association  

 

The Atari  

The Atari was primarily introduced to the world in September 1977, before achieving worldwide 

fame in the 1980s. Although this remarkable video game console had proven to be very popular in 

the 70s, it wasn’t until a decade later when the Atari 2600 and 5200 models were released, when the 

world sat back and took notice. With relatively easy controls, and games such as Space Invaders, 

Pong, Steeplechase, and more, the Atari was the video game console to own. These days, lovers of 

the original Atari and those who want a taste of 1980s retro toys and games can get their hands on 

some classic games that have been remastered for gamers of this decade to enjoy.  

 

Skateboards 

Although skateboards have been a part of our lives since the 1940s with the first models being made 

from wooden boxes with wheels attached to the bottom, it wasn’t until the 1980s when they really 

became popular. During this decade more and more people took up skateboarding, deciding to go 

‘Freestyle’ encouraging skateparks to be built all over the globe. During the 80s if you wanted to be 

considered ‘Cool,' you needed to own a skateboard and learn some moves, without falling off the 

board and hurting yourself too much.  Fast forward 30 years and skateboards are still very popular, 

thanks to the organized teams and events that can be found throughout the world.  

 

The Space Hopper 

The Space Hooper was and still is a giant orange ball with handles that users needed to grip tightly 

to prevent them from falling off., which didn’t always work. First popular in the 1970s, this unique 

toy continued to gain popularity in the 1980’s, with kids and adults alike bouncing around until they 

could bounce no more. Still sold to this day in toy stores throughout the world, the Space Hopper is 

relatively cheap, great fun, and ideal if you want more bruises on your legs.  

 

Toys and games from the 1980s should not be limited to that decade; they still have just as much 

appeal now as they did way back when. With a touch of simplicity and innocence, games that were 

considered ‘The next best thing’ some 30 years ago, are still making their way into our lives, and 

creating smiles in all who enjoy them.  


